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the Atlantick to us: For ſuch are the Tidings of the 


To the Reverend Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury, Miniſter of the 


_ Goſpel in London. 


„T is hot ealy for mine, or any Pen 


o 


mong your Friends, upon the moſt 
grievous 'Tidings that ever paſſed over 


Schiſm ariſen among our United Brethren, upon the 


Opinions which diſturb, and even deſtroy the Faith, 
in which all the Saints for many Ages have ſtill 


found the Life of their Hand, in living unto God : 


The Tidings which cauſed us to cry our, Good God, 


unto what Times haſt thou reſerved us ! nt 
Your Brethren on the American Strand, ſo far as 
I am acquainted with them, cannot ſee an All-ſufh- 


cient Saviour, who is not in his Eſſence one with 


the Infinite and Eternal God, and ſo, equal with God. 

It ſurprizes them to ſee that the Vomit of a Va- 
lentinus Gentilis, lick d up by the vain Mind of Some- 
body, (in this Way willing to be Somebody) and 


ſpued our again in the Engliſh Tongue, ſhould be fo 


A 2 greedily 


whatever, fully to repogt to you, the 
Lamentations which are heard here a- 


— 
1 
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greedily imbibed by Multitudes, who are loth to 
herd with the groſſer Ariaus. 5 

They have not an Evil Surmiſe, that all who have 
lately refuſed a Subſcription to the Truth, (which 
will out-live all the Wrongs that any Enemies or De- 
ſerters can do unto it) have gone over to Arianiſm, 
or to ſo much as Gentiliſm. Nevertheleſs, they won- 
der why they who ſubſcribed the firſt of the 
XXXIX Articles, to qualify themſelves for the 
publick Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, ſhould refuſe to 
do it, when the Great Ends of their Miniſtry call'd 


for it, with an Importunity that were as hardly to 


paraliel'd, as to be reſiſted. 

They who dwell in the Wilderneſs, are afraid at the 
Tokens ; They are afraid, afraid, that a fearful 
Decay of real and vital Religion, and of Love to a 
Glorious Jesvs, may have introduced that eaſy Diſ- 
poſition to part with a Faith for ever to be lived 
upon, Which has appeared among you ; and may be 


ſeverely, but how ſuitably !——puniſhed in it: And 
it aſtoniſhes them to fee what Stars the Tail of the 


Dragon has reached in this Apeſtacy. 
They mightily approve and purſue the Deſign of 
making the Terms of Communion to be no other than 
the Terms of Salvatien; and of all good Men coming 
profeſſedly and explicitly to unite on the Baſis of 
that Pixrr, on which all the Children of God are 
indeed for ever united. But yet, (without peremp- 
torily and poſitively pronouncing of Damnatien, or 
uſing thoſe Damnatory Expreſſions, which don't fo 


well agree with the "Temper ot Modeſt and Hum- 


ble Chriſtians on theſe Occaſions) they are at a 
loſs how they ſhall ſuppoſe the Terms of Salvation 
duly complied withal, where Oxz Gop in THREE 


 Pxxs0Ns is not prayed unto; and where a Battiſm 


into the Name of ONE Gow, and of Two Creatures, 
is made the Badge of Chriſtianity : or how they ſhall 
ſuppoſe, that Men come up to that Prr, which 
will 


OY 


will oblige us to acknowledge them as our Brethren 


in CuxixT, while they do not acknowledge any 


CHRIST, but a Son of God who is not One in Eſſence 
with his Father: but one infinitely inferiour to the 
moſt High God ; infinitely different from him, whoſe 
Name alone is JxHovan. 

"Tis true, they are utterly againſt the Perſecution 
of any Men, for their holding of ſuch dangerous 
and pernicious Errors. They think that all Good 
Subjects and Good Neighlours, have a Right unto the 
Protection of the Civil Government. But they ad- 
mire at the Rhetorical Flouriſhes of thoſe Men, who 
call it a Perſecution, for Chriſtians to withdraw their 
Communion from ſuch as hdld the grievous Hereſies, 
which render it impoſſible for them to carry on their 
Prayers together. 


They cannot comprehend what our Weihen 


mean, when they require no Confeſſion of Faith, from 
thoſe of their Communion, or any other Declara- 
tion and Explanation of their Sentiments, than what 
they know all the Hereticks upon the face of the 
Earth, as well as the Socinians, will readily come 
into, For they think, ſome other Denomination, 
rather than that of Hereticks, mult be found for them, 
with whom the expreſs Wards of the e will not 
be ſubſcribed unto. 

They remember, that there are Hereticks, whe 
our Holy Lord has commanded us to reject ; and this 
the rather, becauſe 'tis no other than what they 
themſelves do, in their own Sin, plainly condemn them- 
ſelves unto : They firſt reject us, and the Faith which 
we live upon. 

They can by no means come into that Paradox, 
That there are no Hereticks, but Bad Livers ; People 
of an immoral and ſcandalous Converſation. For 
there are Hereſies, inconſiſtent with, and obſtructive, 
yea, deſiructive, to a true Living to Ged, which Men 
of ſober Lives may be led away withal, In fine, 

; They 
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They can't ſee, that it is any other than a ſpurious 


Charity, and the noble Principle of Catholick Charity 


miſerably miſapplied and proſtituted unto evil Pur- 
poſes, when it extends unto ſuch a Latitude, that 
we mult admit all forts of Hereticks, and even Ma- 


hometans themſelves, to our Communion ; and compels 
us to communicate with all thoſe whom it would be an 


unjuſt thing to perſecute, 1 

If any thing that any of us have written, be con- 
ſtrued, as intended for ſo looſe, and vaſt, and blind 
an Extent of Charity, there is a Miſconſtruction in it. 
But, Lord, what will be the End of theſe things ? 


Your Brethren here, full of Brotherly Love to you, 


and Care for you, are trembling for the Ark of God 


among you. And hitherto free from your Infelici- 


ties, our God ſtill preſerve us. We are continually 
employing our Supplications on your behalf, that 
our Glorious Lox D would ſend forth his Light and his 

Truth, and reſtore Peace with Truth among you; and 
heal the fad Wounds which the late Controverſies 


have given you. 


Tis to a Glorious Curtsr, yea, and unto the Ho- 
ly Spmrr alſo, as well as unto the FATHER of 
Glory, that we addreſs thefe our Supplications, . 

To Each of theſe, in the Ox Gop, we aſcribe 
all Glory for ever. Fo: 

And unto the Grace, and Love, and Communion of 


| theſe, are you now commended by, 


SIR, 


Boſton, New-England, Jour moſi Affectionate 
September 7. 1719. at 5 
„ Brother, and Servant, 


Cotton Mather. 


Some 


Some American Sentiments 
on the Great Controverſy 
of the Time. 


Is a LETTER from America, ad- 


areſsd to Four Eminent Ca 
in London. 


—— 


To the Reverend Mr. WILLIAM ToNG, 
Ar. BENIAMIN ROBINSON, Mir. I- 


REMIAH SMITH, and Mr. THOMAS 
REYNOLDS. 


Our my FORE ab ; 


I is not without Sallicitations for it, 
= 5 from ſome of our Brethren at a Thou- 
. i and Leagues Diſtance from us, (whoſe 
& Cos and whoſe Peace lie very near unto 
us) that the Pen which now addreſſes 


you, . . the Liberty of tendering to you ſome 
American Sentiments, upon the Contentions where- 


with 
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| with your Land, through the Wrath of the Lord of Hiſts, 
| ; has been lately, and ſadly darkened. 
Ale HV. We ſhould not be inſenſible, (having been very 
2, (, Publickly inform'd of it) That the Style and Manner 
FAY of the New-England JW riters does not equal that of the 
WF Europeans: Nor ſhould he who now writes, and 
who among them is the leaſt of the Miniſters, and 
the Ioweſt in Merit, be without a very humble Senſe 
of his Inability in point of Senſe, as well as of Style, ' } * 
to ofter any thing worthy of Confideration among 
the Europeans. But becauſe the American Sentiments, 
whereof I am now going to make you an Offering, 
are thoſe, wherein I am fo happy as to have much 
abler Perſons, and Men worthy to be mixed with 
the Great Men of Europe, concurring with me ; I will 
venture thus far to expoſe them. 
I am. ſtill endeavouring, ) Brethren, to let you 
know, what Thoughts are hitherto entertained by 
the Beſt Thinkers among us, upon the Differences 
among you; Which have raiſed a new Fire on the 
Buſh, that yet we are ſure ſhall never be conſumed. 
And if any Buckets, dipt on the Weſtern Side of 
the great and wide Sea, may help to put out the Fire, 
tis the beſt thing that can be wiſhed for. 
How many are the Devices of the wily Adwerſary, 
Who has a thouſand Arts to hurt the Kingdom of our 
GOD! How ſubtile, how fine-ſpun, the Strata- 
gems, Which the plotting Head of the old Serpent in- 
vents to do miſchief withal ; and perſuades many 
Learned, and even Godly Men, unawares to fall in 
withal! Yea, ſome have been the Tools unhappily 
managed in them, at the very time when they have 
been learnedly writing of Treatiſes, which had Stra- 
tagemata Satanæ in the Title of them. Thrice and 
four times happy, the Men who can diſcern and 
avoid the Szares ! Happy we, if through the Fear of 


GOD, we may come forth from them all! 


/ 


There 
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There are two very Glorious TRxurhs to be aſ- 
ſerted at this Day; the Reviving, and Publiſhing, 
and Eſtabliſhing whereof, is in a ſingular manner the 
Work of the Day. 

The cne is, That every Good Subject, and Good 
Neighbour, has a Right to his Life, and all che Com- 
forts of it; and, That they who do not hurt, but 
ſerve Human Society, have a Right to the Benefits 
of it; and, That no Man is to be forced with Civil 
Penalties to profeſs and perform any thing in Religion, 
whereof he is not convinced in his Conſcience, that 
GOD requires it of him. All who do not utter 
Principles and Blaſphemies directly tending to the De- 
triment of Human Society, may challenge a Protection 
from the Government. For the Inſtitutions of our 
Savioux to be proſtituted to Political Purpoſes and 
Intereſts, this Proſtitution is a Profanaticiz of them; 
and Gov will rc: hold them guiltleſs, that ſhall fall 
mor 

The other is, That there are certain Maxims of 
Piery, which all who truly live unto GoD are united 
in: And that all Good Men ſhould come into ſuch 
an explicit and exprefled Union upon thoſe Maxims 
of Goedneſs, as to receive one another to Communion, 
upon a viſible Adherence to them; not impoſing on 
one another thoſe things, wherein Good Men may 
differ from one another. The Terms of Communion 
mould run parallel with the Terms of Salvaticn; and 
we ſhould receive one another where and as ChRIST 
receives us to the Glory of Gow. 

It is too evident, Thar ar this Day, beth of theſe 
Glorious TRV TEIs are almoſt periſhed, in a Nation that 
obeys not the Voice of the Lord their Gop. 

How many, whom all the World muſt own to be 
as Good $i biefs, and as Good Neighlours, as any in 
the World, are unfairly denied the Benefits of Hyman 
Society ; which a Combination of People, thar are in 
thoſe Characters not at all ſuperiour to them, have 
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monopolized to themſelves} and this for nothing elſe, 
but their Nonconformity to a very diſputable Punctilio 
in Religion? And then, How unaccountably are 
ſome Hundreds of "Thouſands, of as good Chriſtians 
as any that are to be found any where upon the 
Face of the Earth, chaſed from the Commmmnion of the 
Church, meerly becauſe they cannot conform to cer- 
tain Matters of doubtful Diſputation; which, every Man, 


| that is not abandon'd to the moſt ridiculous Abſur- 


dities, cannot but own, that Men may be very Good 
Chriſtians, and yet not ſee any Warrant of Heaven to 
comply withal. „ 

Our Glorious Lonp, even He who forms the Spirit 
of Man within him, has raiſed a mighty Spirit in valt 
Numbers of Men, for the Reformation of theſe A- 
buſes. He that fits in Heaven will more and more 
cauſe them to be had in Derifon. As Mankind 
grows Reaſozable, theſe things will be found ſo con- 


trary to all Reaſon, and Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and 


of ſuch pernicious conſequence to the Welfare of 
the Nations, that They, and the Abettors of them, 
will become extremely contemptible; and the things 
will be blown away, like the Chaff, with an Indigna- 
tion that will be irreſiſtible : and the pititul Cries 
ot Prieſtcraſt, Te have taken away my GoDs, and what 
have I more? will no longer hold their Enchanting 


Efficacy. 


Bur now, while the Noble Deſign, of bringing 
the Tue Glorious TRUrkhs into their Triumphs over 


the Adverſary, is in its Operation, there is Danger, 


leſt che Grand Adverſary of the Uzavoidable Reforma- 


tion encumber it, by cauſing ſome of thoſe, who 


make a brave Staud againſt the Spirit of Impoſition, to 


advance incautelouſiy, (and it may be with ſome, worſe 
than incautelouſiy ! ) ſuch Sentiments as have a Ten- 


dency to harm and wound the Cauſe of Chriſtiauity. 
Some of your Servants, the Men on this fade of the 
Ocean, are not altogether without ſome Apprehenſion 
* 5 "8 


(1 


of ſuch a Danger, in the planfible Cry now fo much 
in vogue, of Nothing to be ſubſcribed but the Expreſs 
Words of Scripture : A Cry which in former Times was 


the uſual Shibboleth of a Party, whoſe Intention it 
was to give away the moſt Illuſtrious Doctrines clear- 


ly revealed in the Scripture. Bur the Charity clearly 
_ commanded in the Scripture, forbids us to think ſuch 
Evil of many Brethren, who in eur Times are gone 
into it. 


Upon this, let us now a little explain ourleiven | 


In order to a 'TortrariON, there may appear no- 
thing requiſite, but the Qualities of Good Subjects and 
| Good Neighbeurs, to qualify People for it. But why 


ſhould Indulgence and Communion be confounded ? 


Certainly Forbearance is one thing, and Runen an- 
other. 

"Tis enquired, What are the Terms, on which we 
are to hold Communion with one another, in attend- 
ing and enjoying together all the Ordinances of the 


Goſpel? And, What the Terms, on which the Re- 


gards due to our Brethren in CuixIsr, are to be ex- 


pected from us? 

Moſt certainly, there are Damnable Hofer: which 
Good Subjects, and Good Neighbours, and People of ſo- 
ber Lives, may be led away withal. Their Herefies 
may be ſuch, that ſhould we acknowledge them as 


our Brethren in CaxisT, we ſhould greatly /in againſt - 


Canrisr in doing ſo. Their Herefies may be ſuch, as 
to render the Objet? of Worſhip infinitely different 
from That which we pay the Homage of our Souls 


to; and fo it becomes impoſſible for us, with any 


tolerable Congruity, to join together in our Worſhipping. 


Their Herefies may be ſuch, as to extinguiſh the Life 
of Gop in the Soul, and ruin the Dependance both on 
the Son of Gop, and on the Spmrr of Gop, which 


mulſt accompany Salvation. And yet the Men, who 
have theſe Hereſies infecting of them, will ſubſeribe the 
E xpreſs N Words of Scripture, which they wreſt to their 
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own Deſtruction. Such are the Hereſies of Arianiſm, 


* 7h Ellover, and of * Gentiliſin, if ever any Tares, 
of Valentinus Which have been ſown by the Enemy, 


| Gentilis may be judged ſo. 


In very many diſputed Points of Religion, they who 
pull the Saw, may by-and-by ſhake hands with one 
another, as Brethren ia ChRisr; becauſe the PretyY, 
which they b5th mean to ſupport by their ſeveral 
different Poſiticus, is one and the ſame. Yea, even the 
Calviniſts and the Lutherans may on this account go 
on together, zot falling out by the way; for they are 
Brethren. Whereas the Arian and the Gentiliſt, ob- 
truding upon us Another Cerisr, than He who is 
our Life; this kills our Pitty at once. Our greateſt 
Acts of Pittry muſt be to Him no other than ſo ma- 


ny flaming Impieties : And anon, when he has got 


you well under, He'/ tell you ſo ! He brings in Ano- 
ther Goſpel. And what Cenfure would an Apoſtle 
Paul, writing to his Galatians, have paſſed on ſuch 
an one? [1 don't find that he would have ſaid, Hold 
Communion with him. That! is not the Engliſh of the 
word Anathema 
To introduce an ndern in our Concern for the 
Faith of the Three Perſous in the One Infinite and 
Eternal Godhead, we are with a continual Dropping 
told, that there are Points of deep Speculation in it ; 
and that the Believers of the Doctrine are themſelves 
not agreed abcut ſome ways of expreſſing their Belief a- 
bout it. But what! Then is there nothing ſo evident 
to us concerning the Divine BEING, to ſerve and 
pleaſe whom is the chief End of Man, and the Center 
in which all our Motions are to terminate, that we 
muſt hold zothing certain; but acquieſce and coaleſce 
with every one that ſhall pleaſe to tell us, We are 


fer another Gon ! 


The Imaginations of the more antient Magiaus, (be- 
fore Zoroaſter's reviving and reforming of Magianiſm) 


tollow'd afterwards by 'the Manichees, had Points of deep 
1 
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Speculation in them, which might give to ordinary 
Chriſtians no little Perplexity. And yet, I hope, it 
is to the moſt ordinary Chriſtians a thing palt all que- 
ſtion, That there is but Ons GOD. Becauſe we can't 
by ſearching find out Gon, we can't find cut the Al- 
mighty to Perfection; ſhall we receive to our Communion 
a Wretch, (ſuppoſe) Who will have no other God, 
than what a Spinoſa ſhall commend to us? | 
Ordinary Chriſtians (and Extraordinary ones too, 
even an Auſtin himſelf !) may find themſelves unable 
fully to explain what is meant by the Terms of Be- 
gotten and Proceeding, when they are applied to Per- 
ſons in the one Eternal Gopurap. But yet theſe 
Ordinary Chriſtiaus are well aſſured, that there is a 
Perſon Begotten, and a Perſon Proceeding in this one 
Eternal Gophrap; and that the Sox, and the Holy 
Spikrr, unto whom we are dedicated in our Baptiſm, 
with a Faith in Them for ſuch Bleſſings, as none 
but an Infinite Gop can confer upon us, are the 
ſame Gop with the Eternal Faruzr. The very I- 
dians in my Country are apprehenſive of this, and 
would be ſcandalized at any Man that ſhould go to 
teach them otherwiſe. 3 3 
The. greateſt Literators among the Wiſe Men of 
Enquiry, look on Gop, manifeſt in Fleſh, as a great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs ; (which yet hinders not its being 
without Controverſy !) and they look on a Jesus, having 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead perſonally dwelling in him, as a 
moſt myſterious Perſon. And yet the plain Men, dwelling 
in the Tents of Chriſtianity, have a full Satisfaction in 
it, That He who became Incarnate in our Jtsvs, is 
no leſs than the Tfinite Gop. It is a thing which 
falls within the ken of theſe plain Men, That He 
who is in any Degree Leſs than Jafinite, is Infinitely 
Leſs, and is not at all to be called Infinite; and, That 
He who had a Beginning, though it were never ſo 
many Millions of Ages before any of the Worlds re- 
ceived theirs, is Infizitely Different from, and Iafinitely 
| Inferiour 
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Isjeriour to the High and Lofty One, who inhabits Eter- 
aity. kr ; | 
Theſe plain Men underſtand fo much, That when 
they plead the Blood of their Saviour, as the Expia- 
tion of their Offences to Gop ; the Merit and Vertue 
of the Blood, which cleanſes frem all Sin, hes in its 
being the Blood of the Son of God ; | His proper Son, 
one of the fame Nature with him |] And what ren- 
ders the Sacrifice to be fo expiatory, is, the Dignity, 
even the Deity of him who offered. Nore but one 
equal to Gon, can make atonement for the Sin, 
waerein Man has denied him, and reproached him. 
They think, that it would not have been impeſſ;ble 
fer the Blocd of lower Animals to take away Sin, if 
the Juice of Gop could have admitted rhe Bliod of 
any meer Creatures, though they ſhould be ten thou- 
ſand times higher than the Archangels themſelves, 
to have done it. For there is infinitely more pro- 
portion between Bulls or Goats, and the higheſt of 
meer Creatures, (they are infinitely more on the level) 
than between the higheſt of meer Creatures, and the 
Infinite Gon. | | 
When, to obtain the Bleſſedneſs of the Rightcons, 


they repair to, and rely on the Riehteorſneſs of the 


Obedience, which their Saviour has, as their Surety, 
yielded to the Law, that is, the everlaſting Rule of 


Righteouſneſs; it comforts them to think, 'That He 


who paid this Obedience to the Law, was the very 
Gop who made the Law: fo has he magnified it, and 
made it honourable ! 

When they commit the Cauſes of their Souls into 
the hands of their Saviour, it comforts them to 
think, that He who is their Advocate with the Fa- 
THER, is his own Son, one ſet up from everlaſting ; 
by him, and always his Delight, rejoicing alwa)s before 
him. | f 

When they expect it from their Saviour, to bea! 
all that is amiſs within them, to order their whole 

On PH. Condition 
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Condition for them, to receive their departing Spirits 
under his Cuftody in a Paradiſe, to raiſe their dead 


Bodies from the Duſt, with aſtoniſhing Alterations 
and Advantages ; and then, finally, © bring them 
into the full Enjoyment of Gor : the Life of their 


Hope lies in this, That as they expect Things from 
their SAVIOUR, W hich can be done by none bur an 
MY God ; fo they behold no leſs than the Al- 
mighty Gop in their Saviour. 
Now, Drus ſuus cuique plurimi fit. And a Chri- 
ſtian, who is but a plain Man, living upon the Conſo- 
| lations of Gop in his Bleſſed Saviour ; Conſolations 
which are ot ſmall unto him: {| No, he'll ſooner 
die than part with them; they are worth tex thouſand 


Worlds unto him !\| V When a AM. ſcream (excuſe the 


Term, you know the Etymology of it!) ſhall break 
in upon him with Inſinuations, That the Gop, in 
whom he comforts himſelf, is but a Creature ; He may in- 
deed, on ſome account, be called a God, but he is not One 
Gon with the moſt Hig h Gon; He had a Beginning; 
and abundance of rg? deteſtable tuff: it cannot 
bur give an unſpeakable "Trouble to him; yea, raiſe 
in him an holy Indication, and ſet a boiling the Zeal, 
which was made tor ſuch Occaſions. This plain 
Man has yet Religion enough to feel and hate the ex- 
ecravle 'Tendency of the vile Inſinuations. Perhaps the 
Voice of him that ſo blaſphemeth, may for a while cauſe 


in him ſome Cenfuficn, becauſe a ſingular Energy of 


the internal Enemy often accompanies it. The Temp- 


_ tations of Horribilia de DO & Fide, are ſhot like fiery 


Darts from the Wicked-One, into the Soul of a Chri- 
ſtan ſo aſſaulted and infeſted. But upon his Cries 


0 Gor in the Battel, theſe heiliſh Moleſtations being 


vanquiſhed and vaniſhed, he entertains an Averſion 
for the Men that have gone to commit upon him the 
worſt of Rolberies; to rob him of his Gop, and of 


the Faith by which he lives; the Faith, upon the 


failiag whereof his very Soul dies within him ; the 


Faith, 
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Faith, of which I muſt again ſay, Tis worth ten thou- 
and Worlds to him. He may indeed ſay concerning 


| theſe Enemies, who ſpeak wickedly againſt his lovely 


and only Saviour, I hate them with a perfect Hatred, 


and count them fir my Enemies, The perfect Hatred is 


for him to love their Perſons, and forbear to do or to 


| wiſh the leaſt real Harm to them; and yet have ſuch 


a Diſlike for their Hereſies, as to let them know, that 


they are not our Hrethren in CurisT, but Enemies to 


Him and His Honour, and to us and our Safety. 
It you'll give me leave, I would propoſe the Cafe 


of our Friends, who go under the Name of Quakers, 


and ask our Brethren their Sentiments upon it. 'The 
Quabers (refined from the old Foxonian Follies) have 
now taken up a Notion of ChRIiST, which is pecu- 
har to them. The Licur wirnuin (which is alfo 
their Chriſt, or the H iritual Body of Cnrisr, the 
Fleſh and Blood which came down from Heaven) is to 
them a certain Sul ſtance; a Real, Spiritual, Celeſtial, 
and Inviſible Principle; in which they ſuppoſe, that 


Soy the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit, have 


their Dueling. They ſuppoſe this Illuminating Sub- 
ſtance to be more immediately united to the Word of 
Gop, whom we call the Second Perſen in the Trinity, 
They ſuppoſe, that Crrisr is compounded not only 
of the Godhead and Manhcod, but alſo of the Third 
Being, which they call the Light ; which Light, they 
ſay, is alſo in all Mankind: and ſo ChRIST, who is 
inſeparable from it, 1s in every individual Man that 
comes into the World, and acts as an Inſtructor and 
a Reprover of him. A Notion of Chkisr, more eli- 
gible and defenſible, than what ſome Free-Thinkers 


would now-thruſt upon us! Well, what Uſage now 


ſhall we think it proper tor theſe Friends to be trea- 
ted with! Certainly, a very Friendly Uſage. We 
ought to converſe with them as Friends, and multiply 
to them all the kind Offices of Humanity; we ought 


tor ever to avoid, abhor, decry the Perſecution which 


they 
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they have ſometimes met withal; we ought never to 
withhold from them the Civilities of an obliging 
Neighbourhood : And yet ſhall we call them our Bre- 


thren in Cuxlsr, whoſe Faith is in a ChRIST, which 


the Goſpel is an utter ſtranger to; and who aſcribe 


the Glories of a CHRIST, to a Being that is not really 


to be fo eſteemed of! Or, ſhall we reckon them 
qualified for Communion with us, meerly becauſe the 
Expreſs Words of Scripture will be ſubſcribed by them ! 
Indeed there is no fear of Their asking for it; but 


why ſhould a Socinian be of any better Eſteem than 
a Quaker with us? 


It is a fair Confutation of the muddy Miſtake, which 
they fall into, who make a Subſcription to the Expreſs 


Words of Scripture a ſufficient Baſis for Communion 
in the Church of Gop ; in that there is not one 
Heretick among all the Profeſſors ot Chriſtianity in 
the World, but what will at the firſt word come 
into it. They certainly know, that ſome, from 
whom they cannot but withdraw their Communion, 


will come into it: What! will our Brethren em- 


brace, as their Brethren in Crr1sT, all thoſe by whom 
the Expreſs Words of Scripture will be ſubſcribed 
unto | The Scinians, for inſtance, (mentioned ſcarce 
a minute ago) who deny the Cunlsr, whom we a- 
dore; who infinitely blaſpheme the Eternal Son of 
Gov ; and with whom a great part of our Devotions 
can be no other than hideous Blaſphemies ! The So- 
cinians, J ſay, of whom our Travellers (who find 
many whole Sermons on the Glories of our Bleſſed Jeſus 
preached in the Moſchs of Turkey) make this Re- 
mark, That if they would but ſpeak a little more 
highly of Mahcmet, | all in due time ]] there would be 
no obſervable Difference between em and the Ma- 
hometans. 

The Remiſh Idolaters, will not they ſubſcribe to 
the Expreſs Words of Scripture / And yer, Cone out 
from among them, O my People ! ſaith our Gov. 
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Moſt certainly, the Men with whom the Glorious 
Cunisr, who is both Gop and Max in one Perſon, 
is neither Gop nor Max; but a Gop who had a 
Beginning, and a Man who has no Human Soul - 
Theſe Men are to be accounted [dolaters with us, as 
we muſt needs be with them. Their Curisr is a 
meer Idol, and an Invention of their own. But fo 
often is a Communion with 1dclaters forbidden, in 
the Expreſs Words of Scripture, and the Excluſion of 
ſuch . the Kingdom of Gop is declared fo fully 
in the Expreſs Words of Scripture ; that we cannot ſee 
why their ſubſcribing the Expreſs Words of Scripture, 
ſhould qualify them to demand from us the Regards, 
which our Brethren in CarisT have a Right to. 
We are very ſure, That among them who will 
| ſubſcribe to the Expreſs Words of Scripture, there are 
ſome, yea, more than a few, from whom it is our 
Duty to turn away; as from the Subverters of the 
Faith, and the Enemies of our Saviour, and our Sal- 
vation. It would be a Sin in us to perſecute them; 
and yet alſo, it would be a Sin in us to countenance 
them, or ſay, God ſpeed unto them. 

It appears very ſtrange, that our Brethren ſhould 
vilify thoſe as departing frem the Sacred Scriptures, and 
as reflecting on the Sufficiency thereof ; who only require, 
in order to the Communion of the Brethren, who are 
Partakers of the Heavenly Calling, ſome reaſonable 
Explanation of their Sentiments upon thoſe Articles in 
the Holy Scriptures, which are of the higheſt and moſt 

abſolute Importance to a Liſe of Piri: ſuch an Ex- 
planaticn as may let it be known, whether they un- 
derſtand the Sacred Scriptures, as directing our Faith 
of thoſe Articles. No, Sirs; 'tis meerly becauſe 
we keep _ o the Sacred Scriptures, that we inſiſt up- 
on ſuch an Explanation of their Seatiments. Have not 
the Men of corrupt Minds found ſuch Evaſtons, that 


they will ſubſcribe the Expreſs Words of Scripture ; 
and 
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and yet bring in .damnable Herefies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upoa themſelves, 
and their Followers, a ſwift Deſtruction? We 
hold, and no Proteſtants under Heaven can be 
more tenactous than, I hope, we ſhall be in hold- 
ing, That the Sacred Scriptures are the ſufficient 
Rule of all that is to be believed and practiſed in 
Religion; and, That every Chriſtian has the Right 
of explaining this Rule for himſelf. But now, I 
hope, a Proteſtant may have leave to ask his Bro- 
ther, how he underſtands this Rule, in certain im- 
portant Articles, which muſt be for the main right- 
ly underſtood, by all who are not alienated from the 
Life of Gon ; that he may know, whether he can 

own him for his Brother or no. 
1 am aware, in how imperious a Tone (and, by 
the way, we Americans could be glad, that they 
who handle the Pen of the Writer in their Pamphlets 
againſt you, would uſe leſs of the Inſolent and the 
Petulant, 1n their Style, than what we now com- 
monly meet withal; and leſs of the proud and 
haughty Scorner dealing in his Wrath ] ſome demand 
of us, What! is not the Wiſdom of Gop able to 
expreſs his Truths in ſuch clear Terms, that we ought 
to look on all thoſe as having ſufficiently embraced the 
Truths, who have ſubſcribed the Terms which it has 
pleaſed him to write them in! We need not be ſhy 
of giving a direct Anſwer to it. We will ſpeak 
the Words of Truth and Solerneſs; and ſay, No 
doubt of it! Bur in Fact, it has not pleaſed his 
Infinite Wiſdom to do it. You, Gentlemen, do your- 
ſelves own that it is iz Fact ſo, if you will but 
own, that among them who ſubſcribe the Expreſs 
Words of Scripture, there are Millions, upon whom 
there are ſent ſtrong Delufions, that they ſhould be- 
| lieve a Lye, and that they ſhall be damned. And I 
am ſure, this is own'd by every Proteſtant, who 
| 1 applies 
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applies the Theſſalonian Prophecy to thoſe whom 


it belongs unto : and unto whom it was generally 
applied by all that ſeparated trom Rome, until 
ſome, who were for paving the way to return 


thither, tried tor another (a very futil and ſhame- 


ful) Expoſition. . 

Verily, we ſhall have wherewith to anſwer him 
that reproacheth us; in ſaying, "I hat we put our 
Truſt entirely in the Word of Gor, for our Gui- 
dance in the Affairs of our Salvation. But if it 
be a Fault in us to require any other than the 
Expreſs Words of Scripture, that we may know the 
Faith, and ſo the Life of thoſe whom we would 
unite withal, we muſt have none but the Three 


Original Tongues ever ſubſcribed unto. The He- 


brew, and Chaldee, and Greek, are certainly more 
expreſſive than any Engliſh Terms, into which we 
have yet found ourſelves able to tranſlate them; 
yea, and we are every day mending our Tranſ- 
lations. The Terms in our Engliſh Bible are not 
always the Terms of Gor. We may well won- 
der at them who ſee it not, That to inſiſt 
upon a Subſcription to the Expreſs Words, in any 
Verſion we yet have of our Bible from the Ori- 
ginal Tongues ; is as much Tyranny, as to inſiſt 
upon ſome other Terms, which are not in our Ver- 
ſion, that ſo we may know the Faith of the Sub- 
{cribers. And ſo all the ſuſpicious Flings, which 
we find in»our modern Pamphlets againſt the 
Ferm of Homo-Onſios, (a Term which ſaved the 
Life of the Primitive Churches) might as well 
have been ſpared : or the Gentlemen who com- 
plain with ſuch Vociterations of Tyranny, and U- 
ſurpation, and Taquiſition, and I know not what, 
muſt be patient, if they find the Accuſations re- 
terted upon themſelves. 5 


Tiis 
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*Tis a marvellous Injuſtice, to charge thoſe 
Proteſtants with the Spirit of Popery, and as Tyrau- 
nix ing over their Brethren, who deſire a further 
Explanation of Sentiments, than the Expreſs Words 
of Scripture, from thoſe whom they would receive 
as Brethren. In what we do, our Appeal 1s entire- 
ly unto the Spmrr of Gop, ſpeaking in the Sacred 
Scriptures; and we demand nothing, but that the 
Sacred Scriptures may not be abuſed and eluded by 
the ſhuffling Tricks of Men, who would ſpeak 
Des in Hypocriſy, but all the while have the Book 
of Truth to cover them. Does Popery ever make 
ſuch an Appeal! or is it not the moſt effectual 
Deſtruttion of Popery that can be imagined | For 
Men to charge us, that we Deſert the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, When all we do 1s to Secure them ; to charge 
us, that we Reuounce the Sacred Scriptures, when 
our main Aim is to Preſcrve them: For Men to 
flout at us as Creed-Makers, and as Text-Makers, 
becauſe we fly to the Sacred Scriptures, and would 
be informed, whether our Brethren do ſo know 
Turu, as to be made wiſe unto Salvation by them: 
The Foly of doing thus will now be ſo manifeſt 
unto all Men, that we mult beſeech theſe Gentle- 
men to proceed no further, in their Eflays to im- 
poſe upon the World by ſo palpable a Sophiſtry ; I 
ſay, ſo palpable a Sophiſtry. 
Since our Grand Adverſary has not been able 
wholly to Bereave us of our BisLs, he muſt think 
on Methods to Defeat the Holy Intentions of it. 
And one of his Methods is, in the firſt place, to 
aſſiſt Men in finding out many Inventions, to main- 
tain a Legion of Damnalle Herefies, under a ſhelter 
from the Expreſs Words of Scripture; and then, to 
raiſe mighty Calumnies and Obloquies upon all juſt 
Endeavours of Reaſonable Men, to ſift out the In- 
ventions, and tence and guard againſt them. 


The 
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The Matter may yet be a little more exact! 
ſettled. Our Saviour has left us the Laus of his 


Kingdom in the Sacred Scriptures, and the Rule of 


what we are to Believe and Practiſe, in order to 
Salvation. He has not left an Authority with any 
Man, or Order of Men, to Interpret this Rule ; 


and 1mpofe the Interpretation upon other Men. 


"Tis all granted; all allowed. Yea, *cis a noble 
Afertion ; we'll ſtand by it. Well; but till eve- 
ry Proteſtant will have the Right of Iaterpreting for 
himfelf. He is no Genuine Proteſtant, it he gives 


it up. Now, the Queſtion with the Proteſtant, is, 


Who is it, that, according to my Senſe of the Sacred 
Scriptures, is to demand of me the Regards due to them, 
who duly embrace the Doftrine which is according to 


Godlineſs? In deciding of this Queſtion, he judges 
for none but himſelf. *T'is not long before he finds 
conſiderable Numbers of Goop Men, who Agree 


m the fame Judgment with him. He finds Peo- 
ple of different Sentiments about many things in 
Religion, but all uniting in This; That the One 
Gor, who is the Father, and the Sen, and the Holy 
Spirit, is for ever to be adored as our Gop, and ac- 
Enowledged in al cur Was: That a Glorious ChklIsr, 
who is the Eternal and Almighty Son of Gop Incar- 
nate, aud enthroned in our Jrsus, is the Redeemer, 
wi ras made himſelf a Sacrifice for us, and on whom 
we are to truſt for our Deliverance from ail the Miſe- 
ries which our Fail from Gop has brought upon us - 
Aud, That our Gocd-IVill towards Men ſhould be ſuch, 
as to do unto them, what we would have them to do unto 
zis, All of theſe, be their Opinions what they 


will in Leſſer Matters, are to him his Brethren in 


Crarsr, and he decides the Oneſtion, for an Union 
vith them, They who agree in this Deciſion of 
the Queſtion, do thereupon aſſociate for an Holy 
Commmuien with one another. While they hold 
this 
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this Agreement, they continue in their Communion. 
If any of them ſo change their Minds, that they 


cannot well continue in it, they are at their liberty 
to withdraw. They who never came into the 


Agreement, have nothing impoſed on them ; they 
are alſo at their /iberty to remain where they are, 

and find out whom they can ꝝnite withal. Thus 
Liberty lives in the Perfection of it: The Sons of it 

ſing together, and ſhout for Joy ! If it ſhould make any 
havock | as it will ene day a wondrius one!] upon any 
Human Eſtabliſhments, and upon the things that 
muſt fall, when the Vice that ſhakes the Earth, ſhall 
ſhake Heaven too; yet ſurely the Cauſe of Liberty 
may be ſo regulated, that the Cauſe of PET ſhall 
not be damnified: and Liberty will not of neceſ- 


ſity involve us into a Felouſhip with the unfruitſul 


Works of Darkneſs. J confeſs, tis after all a little 
odd, that they ſhould ask a Communic with us, 
who cannot but look on the Religion wherein we 
have our Life, as a meer Idolatry; and who, when 
we pray to the God of our Life, cannot join in our 
Prayers, wherein we call upon a Christ, as one 


 Gop with his Farhrx; and invocate an Holy Spirit, 


as Equally and Eternally One Gop with the Fa- 
THER and the SoN. But where, I beſeech you, 
is the Hardſhip oft, if we deny our Communion to 
them, who, if it were not for Secular Views, would 
never defire it, and who cannot but look on us as 
great Idolaters? Truly, ſome of us in America 


are ſo dull, that we cannot (or are very loth to !) 


{ee into the Plot of thoſe Gentlemen, who, when 
they have. nobly defended the Cauſe of Chriſtian 
Liberty, carry the Terms thereof fo far; that the 
Expreſs Words of Scripture being ſubſcribed unto, 
Chriſtians muſt have no Liberty left them to diſcri- 
minate between the Righteous and the Wicked, the 
Clean and the Unclean, him that ſacrificeth and him 


that 
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that ſacrificeth not: but muſt, with a promiſcuous 
Application of a blind Charity, [alas ! not Catho- 


lick, but Spurious Charity ! ] equally receive thoſe 
Who have and hold the Truth as it is in Ixsus; and 
thoſe who ſay they are governed by the Word of 
Gov, When they are not: but they do hye, and are 


of the Smagogue of Satan, =——Truly, Timeo 


Dona ferentes. 


| Yea, Sirs, to be yet more free with you; there 


is an Horror of great Darkneſs, which comes upon 


the Minds of many Good Men in theſe Goings 
down of the Sun; from an Apprehenſion, that there 


is a ſtrong and a deep Conſpiracy in our very ſinful 
Nation, to dethrone the Eternal Son of Gop': 


and that ſome of our very dear Brethren, when 
this Conſpiracy has broke forth in a new, and fierce, 
and open Operation, have not been ſo aware of 
it, as they ſhould have been: but inſtead of ab- 
pearing to maintain the moſt Glorious Cauſe in 


the World, and rebuke the Men that have con- 
ſpired agaiuft the Lord, as they ſhould have done, 


they have, by a ſinſul Silence, very much expos'd 
it: and ſeemed willing, that the Men who bring 


in and ſet up another Currsr, than He whom we 


have hitherto believed in, ſhould ſtill challenge 


the Regards of our United Brethren, and be em- 


ployed in feeding the PFlocks on the high Mountains of 
Ifrael. This is the Repreſentation which we have 


had of the Caſe; and if it be not miſrepreſented, 


what is to be looked for? How much ought we 
to tremble in the Fear of Gop, aud be afraid of his 
Judgments ? 

Yea, tis affirmed, That no Baptized Nation up- 
on Earth, advantaged with the free Uſe of the 


Sacred Scriptures, as ours has been; has in it an En- 


mit) to the Eternal Son of Gop, proclaimed in 


ſuch notorious and ſuch nefarious Inſtances, as 


what 
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what our unhappy Eyes may behold at this day in 
ours, and ſhould become a Fountain of Tears in 
doing ſo. The Heart of the Glorious Gop be- 
ing ſo ſer upon the glorifying of his infinite and 
infinitely Beloved Sox, and He having fo awfully 
threatned, I will plague them that hate him ; there 
are ſome who cannot but fear leſt this ſinful Na- 
tion (Ah! finful Nation, a People laden with Ini- 
' quity!) be apace ripening for a Wrath unto the ut- 
termoſt, and leſt ſuch Plagues be inflicted on it, 
as will call for the Pen of another Gildas to give 
the Relation of them. When the Day of Vengeance 
comes, | For ſhall I not viſit for theſe things, and my 
Soul be avenged, ſaith the Lord] it will be ſad, if 
our Dear Brethren ſhould any of them have cauſe 
to reflect upon their own Conduct, and confeſs,” That 
from a Decay of Love to a Glorious Curisr, and 
from too much Complaiſance to ſome Secular Friend- 
> bir, they did not appear ſo much as they might 
ve done, to prevent their own ſhare in the com- 
mon Guilt and ſpreading Deſolation. | 
But it may carry a Face of too much 'Temerity 
in it, for Perſons that are ſo remote from you, to 
preſume and pronounce too poſitively on this deplo- 
rable Occaſion. And yet with all due Modeſty 
we may ſuggeſt ſomething of this Aſpe& ; nor will 
hs any Treſpaſs on Charity, but rather an Action 
of it. — 
- However, I hope it will be altogether inqfßen- 
five to paſs to ſome American Wiſhes, | for what but 
Wiſhes now remain ?| which this long Epiſtle ſhall 
now conclude withal ; Miſbes relating to the Ten- 
peſt, which afflifts our European Brethren. O af- 
ficted and toſſed with Tempeſts! —\& '&- ,___ 
is to be wiſhed, That the Mother of Abomi- 
nations, that is to ſay, all Perſecution tor Conſcientious 
Diferences in Religion, may become abominable 3 
— an 
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that ſacrificeth not: but muſt, with a promiſcuous 
Application of a blind Charity, [alas ! not Catho- 
lick, but Spurious Charity ! ] equally receive thoſe 
who have and hold the Truth as it is in Ixsus; and 
thoſe who ſay they are governed by the Word of 
Gop, when yu are not: but they do Je, and are 
of the Synagogue of Satan. -=——"Truly, Timeo 


Dona ferentes. 


Yea, Sirs, to be yet more free with you ; there 
is an Horror of great Darkneſs, which comes upon 
the Minds of many Good Men in theſe Goings 
down of the Sun; from an Apprehenſion, that there 
is a ſtrong and a deep Conſpiracy in our very ſinful 
Nation, to dethrone the Eternal Son of Go: 
and that ſame of our very dear Brethren, when 


this Conſpiracy has broke forth in a new, and fierce, 


and open Operation, have not been ſo aware of 


it, as they ſhould have been: but inſtead of ap- 


pearing to maintain the moſt Glorious Cauſe in 
the World, and rebuke the Men that have con- 
ſpired againſt the Lord, as they ſhould have done, 


they have, by a ½ 22 Silence, very much expos'd 


it: and ſeemed willing, that the Men who bring 


in and ſet up another Cunlisr, than He whom we 


have hitherto believed in, ſhould ſtill challenge 


the Regards of our United Brethren, and be em- 


ployed in feeding the Flocks on the high Mountains of 
Iſrael. This is the Repreſentation which we have 
had of the Caſe ; and if it be not miſrepreſented, 

what is to be looked for? How much ought we 
to tremble in the Fear of Gop, and be afraid of his 


Judgments 4 


Yea, tis affirmed, 'That no Battized Nation up- 
on Earth, advantaged with the free Uſe of the 
Sacred Scriptures, as ours has been ; has in it an En- 
mity to the Eternal Sow of Gov, proclaimed in 
ſuch notorious and ſuch nefarious e 

waat 
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what our unhappy Eyes may behold at this. day in 

ours, and ſhould become a Fountain of Tears in 

doing ſo. The Heart of the Glorious Gop be- 

ng ſo ſer upon the glorifying of his infinite and 

infinitely Beloved Son, and He having fo awfully 
threatned, I will plague them that hate him; there 
are ſome who cannot but fear leſt this ſinful Na- 

_ tion (Ab! finful Nation, a People laden with Ini- 
quity !) be apace ripening for a Wrath unto the ut- 
termoſt, and leſt ſuch Plagues be inflicted on it, 
as will call for the Pen of another Gildas to give 
the Relation of them. When the Day of Vengeance 
comes, | For ſhall I not viſit for theſe things, and my 
Soul be avenged, ſaith the Lord! it will be ſad, if 
our Dear Brethren ſhould any of them have cauſe 
to reflect upon their own Conduct, and confeſs,” That 
from a Decay of Love to a Glorious ChRISH, and 
from too much Complaiſance to ſome Secular Friend- 

= ir, they did not appear ſo much as they might 
ave done, to prevent their own ſhare in the com- 
mon Guilt and ſpreading Deſolation” 
But it may carry a Face of too much 'Temerity 
in it, for Perſons that are ſo remote from you, to 
preſume and pronounce too poſitively on this deplo- 
rable Occaſion. And yet with all due Modeſty 
we may ſuggeſt ſomething of this Aſpe& ; nor will 
vhs any Treſpaſs on Charity, but rather an Action 
of it. Po 
F However, I hope it will be altogether inoffen- 
| five to paſs to ſome American Wiſhes, | for what but 
Wiſhes now remain ?] which this long Epiſtle ſhall 
now conclude withal ; Miſbes relating to the Ten- 
peſt, which afflicts our European Brethren. O af 
ficted and tefſed with Tempeſt ?:? 
is to be wiſhed, That the Mother of Abomi- 
nations, that is to ſay, all Perſecution tor Conſcientious 
Diferences in Religion, may become abominable a 
: . and 


e 
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and that all Good Subjects, and Good Neighbours, 


may enjoy all that rightfully belongs to ſuch : and 
that Proteſtants of all Perſuaſions would unite in 


aſſerting the Righteous Cauſe of ws and eman- 
J 


cipate themſelves from the Church-Tyranny, which 
(by the help of the Secular Arm) lays an intolerable 
Toke upon them. ps 

Tis to be wiſhed, That all who fear Gop, and 
work Riobteunſieſs, would, without Reſpect of Par- 
ties, and with a well-regulated Spirit of Univerſal 
Charitv, value one another as Brethren in CuRIsT, 
and hold Communion with one another, in and for 
all the Services of the Goſpel ; diſencumbred from 
every thing which a truly Religious Mind may 
have au Indiſpoſition to contorm unto. 

*T'is to be wiſhed, That for the Manifeſtation of 
the Children of Gop, they who claim Reception 
with, and as Brethren in CurisT, may ſo explain 
themſelves to one another, as to render it manifeſt, 
that they do not, under a pretence to the Expreſs 


 Wirds of Kcripture, continue under the Power of 
_ thoſe Hereſies, which are inconſiſtent with the Liſe 


of Gon. in tlie Soul, and with Living by the Faith 
of the Son of Gop. | 

Finally; it is to be wiſhed, 'T hat the Brethren, 
(even they who hare been heretofore Felow-Tra- 
vellers and Pelow-Srfferers in the Glorious Ways of 
Truth and Holineis, and to this Day have not 
thrown away their Shield) who have too ſuddenly 
divided from one another, upon a Controverſy about 
the Beſt Way of diſtinguiſbing the Precious from what 
ſhould not be efteemed ſo; may be yer preciens to 
one another, and with a mutual Amneſty upon all 
the Provocations that may have happened it the 
Day of Temptation that has paſied over you, return 
into one another's Arms, and refolve together to 
carry on what they have to do for the Kingdom 


of 
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of Go, and bear all due Teſtimonies for the preſent 
Truth, and the Faith which tas been delivered to 
the Saints ; and which cannot, without the Loſs of 
a Good Conſcience, be made Shipwreck of What a 
Jubilee would the Tidings bring to the Chyrthes 
in theſe Chriſtian Colonie? 

But I forget the Direction, Epiſtola non leber 5 
implere Mauum Legentis. 1. ſhall at this time add 
no more; but that, as my Brother has in his Dedi- 
cation of his valuable Treatiſe on the Gopntar of 
the Holy SpmIT, rendred you publick Thanks, for 
your appearing in Defence of the Eternal Trinity, with 
writing what you may hope, that our Blſed Re- 
deemer will not be aſhamed of owning, in the Day of 
his appearing ; I now do ſo too: And that, ſo 
far as I underſtand what you have done, is thank- 
fully entertained in all our Churches; and your 
Performances have endeared you to them. 

1 am ſure, they have greatly done it unto, 


2 Honoured Brethren, 
Boſton New-En gland, Your My Aﬀettionate 


July 1. 1720, 5 
Brother, and Servant, 


Cotton Mather. 
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To the Rever end 


1 


Thomas Reymolds. 


Have peruſed the Letter, which gives 
to you and your worthy Brethren, 
ſome American Sentiments on the Great 
Controverſy now among jou; as well as 
what was written by the ſame Hand, 

about three Quarters of a Year ago, and happily 

publiſhed, and diſperſed thro the Nation: And 


tho it is not proper for me to give any Character 
of the Whiiter, to whom I am fo nearly related; 


yet I may, and I do give my Atteſtation to what 
is written, and with my aged and dying Hand here 
declare to you my Satisfattion in it. 

I have alſo, with the Heart of a glad Father, be- 
held the two Treatiſes of his younger Brother, 
(my Son Sammel Mather) lately appearing in the 
Pos of the moſt Glorious Cauſe that can be 


maintain'd among the Children of Men. I can- 
not but wonder, that when Providence ſays, Who 


is on the Lord's ſide ? any Good Men ſhould, trom 
pri udential 


(29) 
prudential Conſiderations, decline ſubſcribing their 
Names unto it: in the mean time, I have no greater 
Joy, than to hear that my Children walk in the Truth. 
Il enjoy very ſingular Mercies of Heaven, hav- 
ing been for Sixty Three Years together employ'd 
in the Publick Service of the Churches of Chriſt; 
wherein having obtain d Help from God, 1 continue to 
this Day. And I would eſteem it not the leaſt of 
them, that I live to ſee my Sons, and even my 
Graudſons alſo, ſpeaking with the Enemies of their 
Great Saviour in the Gate. Nevertheleſs, now be- 
ing in the Erghty-third Year of my Age, I cannot 
bur ſee much Labour and Sorrow, to wean me from 
this preſent evil World, and make me long (which 
I have many Years done) for my Diſmiſſion to 
that Heavenly World, where the ChRisr, who is 
our Life, is ſeen and own'd in all his Glory. But I 
muſt conteſs, in this Cloſe of my Pilgrimage, there 
occurs to me ſcarce any thing ſo much to embitter 
It, as to ſee the Indignities offer d unto the Eternal 
Son of God in a Baptized Nation; where the In- 
pieties are ſo aggravated, as to raiſe a juſt Fear in 
Religious Minds, of dreadful Judgments impend- 
ing over It. | 

When I was in London, thirty Years ago, in a 
Publick Appearance for this Country, the Ulſe 
which it pleaſed a Gracious God then to make 
of me, to accompliſh the Agreement of the United 
Brethren, I reckon'd among the more Signal Mercies 
of my Life. That I now live to ſee (what I 
could then have little imagined) ſome of the Uni- 
ted Brethren (tho, I hope, a very few) fallen into 
very grievous Herefies, and a Diviſion rais'd among 
thoſe who remain yet ſound in the Faith, about 
the Methods and Meaſures to be taken, for aſſerting 
and preſerving that moſt Important and Illuſtrious 
Doctrine of Godlineſs, One God in Three Perſons, 
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the ſame in Subſtance, equal in Power and Oly: 
This I mult reckon among the more Signal Trou- 
bles of a hife drawing near to the Grave, 

I am (and have long been) taking my Leave of 
this World, and am as much as may be uncon- 
cerning myſelf with it, waiting for the Bleſſed 
Hour, — Lord, when wilt thou come unto me! 
Yet I could not but give it you under my Hand, 


that I am glad of what my tuo Sons have written, 


to ſerve the Cauſe of the Truth, which is now 1 
bouring among you. I am 


Wur nut Afectionate 


Boſton, New-England, Friend, and Servant, 


Jan 1. 172 | 
in CHRIST, 


Increaſe Mather. 
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V. A Diſcourſe concerning the Godhead of the 
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conſider d. By the Rev. Mr. Sam. Mather. Pr. 2s. 

: VI. A Vindication of Mr. Trefſe from the Charge 
of Uncharitableneſs, proving by 'Ten Arguments, 
grounded upon many plain and full Texts of Scrip- 
ture, That the Doctrine of the Trinity and True 
Deity of Jeſus Chriſt are Fundamentals; with a 
Preliminary Diſcourſe touching Chriſt as the Son 
of God, to confute the falſe Senſe of that Phraſe, 
and confirm the true. By the Rev. Mr. Jofiah 
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I Chriſtian Philoſopher ; a Collection of 
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gious Improvements. By the Reverend Cotton 
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Hymns and Spiritual Songs, in Three Books. 
By the Rev. Mr. Simon Browne. With a Sett of 


Tunes in Three Parts, curiouſly engraren on 


Copper-Flates. 


Obſervations on ſudden Death, occaſion'd by 
the late frequent Inſtances of it both in City and 


Country. By the Rev. Mr. B. Groſvenor. 


Paſt Deliverances and Preſent Calamities im- 
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the Rer. Mr. John Evans. 
A Collection of the Promiſes of Scripture, un- 
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Introduction. By the Rev. Mr. Samuel Clark. 
An Eſſay upon Idle Words, by the Rev. Mr. 
W. Jacomb. With a Preface, by chi Rev. Mr. Jer. 
Smith. Price 4 d. ſtitch'd, or 6 d. bound. 

A Letter to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, relating 
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